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HERITAGE COUNCIL — HERITAGE GRANTS PROGRAM 
Statement by Minister for Heritage 

MR A.P. JACOB (Ocean Reef — Minister for Heritage) [2.04 pm]: The Liberal–National government values 
the contribution that private owners make to conserving state registered places and is committed to providing 
advice and support to promote the long-term viability of our state’s heritage. In support of this commitment, in 
2012 the government increased by 25 per cent funding for the Heritage Council of Western Australia’s heritage 
grants program, with an additional $1.046 million over four years—the first increase to the program since its 
inception in 1997. In this third year of increased funding, $1.265 million will be available to private owners to 
help conserve and manage the change of state registered properties. More than 500 private owners are eligible to 
apply for individual grants of up to $100 000 for urgent conservation works, with owners required to match 
funds to projects. This year, the Heritage Council has made a special allocation to support the 100th anniversary 
commemorations of the departure of the first convoy ships from Albany that carried the Australian Imperial 
Force and New Zealand Expeditionary Force to the First World War. 
An amount of $265 000 will be available to private owners of state registered properties on Stirling Terrace—a 
focal point for the Albany commemorations—with the grants used to restore their shopfronts and facades. The 
Heritage Council will expedite the grants process for these owners and notify them of the outcome by late June, 
to ensure they have time to complete the works before November’s commemoration. All other private owners of 
state registered places have until 18 July to submit their applications. The heritage grants program is a highly 
successful program that assists owners to meet the extra costs incurred in the specialist conservation required due 
to recognised heritage status. It does not replace their responsibility to care for and maintain their property. Last 
year, 13 metropolitan and 11 regional projects shared in grants totalling $1.26 million, contributing to more than 
$10 million in conservation works being undertaken around the state. Since 1997, 647 projects have received 
heritage grants totalling more than $14 million. I ask members to please encourage their local constituents who 
own state registered properties to apply for these heritage grants.  
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